Educational Philosophy


I believe teaching is one of the most important and rewarding professions that one can go into, because teachers are responsible for shaping the minds of children and preparing them for the future.  I feel that the overall purpose of education is to help produce individuals who strive for excellence, not only for themselves but also for their peers and their community.  I think that to accomplish this task, teachers need to get to know their students, and their individual needs.  I plan on doing this in my classroom by treating each student as a unique individual that deserves respect.  I feel that motivation is the main factor in how quickly a child learns, so it is very important to respect children so they will be motivated to do well.  


My most important role as a facilitator is to create and maintain a positive, safe, interactive, and productive learning environment for the students.  I will help each student understand and retain knowledge by designing and implementing lessons that appeal to all types of learners.  As Howard Gardner states, “You learn at your best when you have something you care about and get pleasure in being engaged in.”    I will also follow the school’s curriculum goals and objectives when developing lessons.  When technology is used in the classroom, it will be selective and purposeful.  Students learn most effectively in classrooms where there are daily routines, and I will create a structured environment.  Students also need clear rules with appropriate consequences that are consistently enforced.  Maintaining an open, honest, and continual relationship with parents is crucial in creating a positive atmosphere. I will achieve this through newsletters, phone calls, and reflective listening.  


I believe in all of this very strongly, but my main goal for becoming a teacher is to teach tolerance, understanding, and appreciation of everyone.  Once a child feels safe, cared for, respected, motivated, and excited in the classroom, I believe there is no limit to what they will be able to learn.  
