


Curriculum: 
Students attending Riverside are required to 

take district-approved classes that meet state 

standards to prepare them for further education 

or the real world of work. Courses are offered in 

nine-week terms. 

Students attending Riverside take courses 

that are approved by the Board of Education, 

leading to a L’Anse Creuse diploma. New high 

school graduation requirements, as set forth by 

the state of Michigan, have been integrated into 

Riverside’s course offerings. These courses, 

taught using alternative teaching methods and 

strategies, prepare students for post-secondary 

education and the real world of work. In 

addition, to ensure students’ success through this 

rigorous work, a framework of support initiatives 

have been implemented to guide the students 

toward achievement of their goals.

Riverside offers content-driven courses using the 

small school philosophy. Students have access to 

a wide variety of courses including: Literature, 

Composition, Poetry, Bridges to Algebra, Algebra, 

Geometry, Algebra II, Applied Math, Biology, 

Conceptual Physics, Environmental Science, 

Forensic Science, US History and Geography, 

Economics, World History, Civics, Michigan Merit 

Exam Preparation Course, Sales & Marketing, 

Discovery, Life Skills, Publications, Art, 

Commercial Art, Ceramics/Pottery, Studio Art, 

Health, PE, Nutrition, Parenting, Self-Defense 

& Stretch, Computers, Business Prep and others 

offered in a self-paced instructional model.

Riverside has articulated up to five college 

credits with Macomb Community College. This 

means that students who meet the academic 

criteria set forth by the college will begin their 

MCC experience with five earned credits, which 

also apply to their high school graduation 

requirements. Many students have successfully 

met this criteria.

Group and 
Guidance: 
To address the very real pressures that teens face 

in today’s society so that they may obtain greater 

academic achievement, Riverside schedules a daily 

one-hour group and guidance session into the day 

of each student. This small group session provides 

a safe environment for students to work through 

behavioral and emotional issues with highly trained 

counseling staff. In addition, each Riverside 

counselor has built enough time into  

his/her day to work with students individually  

on a regular basis.

Non-Traditional 
Delivery: 
The highly trained instructional team regularly 

engages in training techniques that are non-

traditional in nature to address the various learning 

styles of the individuals attending Riverside. 	

Students attending Riverside engage in experiential 

learning and project- based instruction. What does 

this mean? Students don’t just work from textbooks. 

Projects tap into a student’s natural interests and 

are highly engaging. If the traditional classroom 

didn’t work for you in the past, Riverside courses 

will help learning take on new meaning.

In addition, the low staff to student ratio increases 

student success rates because each student 

receives real, personalized attention.

ALNET: 
Understanding that social development is 

essential for teens, Riverside participates 

with 17 other alternative high schools from 

Macomb, St. Clair and Lapeer counties to 

provide intramural activities in basketball, 

softball, bowling, chess and billiards. ALNET 

also sponsors a quiz bowl and student prom 

each year. Riverside also sponsors many of its 

own social events. In particular, student picnics, 

staff/student tournaments, and after hours 

soccer programs are some of the highlights many 

students enjoy.

Social Activities: 
Coursework is not the only important part of 

school. Riverside students enjoy a variety of 

social activities including clubs, picnics, field 

trips, intramurals, and other special events. 

Student Action 
Committee: 
Leadership development is an essential 

quality individuals need in today’s fast-paced 

society. While students receive leadership 

development in the classroom, during group and 

guidance sessions and through involvement in 

intramural activities, Riverside’s Student Action 

Committee (SAC) allows students to use their 

acquired skills. 

Riverside Academy is a unique 
learning community where 
students complete their graduation 
requirements in a non-traditional 
format while preparing for adult 
life roles and the real world 
of work. Set in a small school 
environment where “everybody 
knows your name,” students 
attending Riverside experience 
group and guidance sessions as 
well as core content achievement 
and employability training. 
Academic achievement is evaluated 
regularly to determine academic 
gain in core areas such as English/
Language Arts and Math.

Riverside has met the rigorous 
standards as set forth by the  
North Central Association 
accreditation process and is  
proud to be one of the few  
NCA-accredited alternative 
educational service providers  
in the state of Michigan.

TREE House: 
The TREE (Transitions, Remediation, 

Expedition & Employability) House is a 

group-centered learning environment that 

addresses the needs of incoming students, 

accelerated learning, advanced learning 

programs and small group tutorial services 

to focus on individual learning needs. The 

strength of the program is to provide students 

with the appropriate support necessary to 

meet their personalized learning requirements 

through a variety of formats and activities.

Self-Paced 
Instruction: 
Riverside has recently added the 

PLATO Instructional Solutions 

Software to its independent 

learning programs. Students may 

take a variety of courses utilizing 

the PLATO program, which is 

based on mastery level learning, 

is self-paced and individualized 

based on student’s prior learning. 
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Student Support:
Guided Study Hall: Failure cannot be an 

option if students are going to be successful. 

To accommodate this initiative, students can 

receive additional support in the Guided Study 

Hall, staffed by highly trained individuals.

FRESH Start: This is a unique program for true 

Freshmen seeking additional support services 

not found in the traditional high school. FRESH 

Start is a self-contained program that enhances 

education levels and works on behavior issues 

that are barriers to academic success.

Riverside has grants for eligible students that 

support initiatives to prepare students for work. 

The grant provides additional support that 

includes some financially related items meant 

to reduce barriers to attending school. See a 

trained counselor for eligibility requirements.

New Building: 
In August of 2009, L’Anse Creuse will open 

the DiAnne M. Pellerin Center, the new home 

for Riverside Academy! This new learning 

environment will further enrich student learning 

through its state-of-the-art features designed for 

non-traditional learners.

Benefits to students:

Rendering of the DiAnne Pellerin Center


