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L’Anse Creuse news briefs
CLINTON TOWNSHIP, Mich. – Broadway actor Danny McNie visited the acting class at the Frederick V. Pankow Center Dec. 21 to share some insights on how to choose the right college/conservatory, how to maximize an audition, what to bring to an audition and many more stories on how he broke into the business.  McNie, a Michigander and former student of Michael Kaufman, the director for the performing arts at the Pankow Center, was in town after negotiating a contract for his best friend in the national tour of the Broadway musical “Wicked,” currently at the Detroit Opera House. McNie toured nationally in “Miss Saigon” and has worked all over the world as the principle soloist with The Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra in The Music of Alan Menken.

McNie worked with a  few of Kirk  Erickson's acting students, who performed an audition piece for him, giving them tips on how to improve their performances.  McNie is currently preparing for the leading role in a Cirque de Soleil production being mounted in Shanghai.  


The Pankow Center is located at 24600 F. V. Pankow Boulevard. For information, contact Kaufman at kaufmmi@lc-ps.org. 

CLINTON TOWNSHIP, Mich. - Frederick V. Pankow Performing Arts Troupe 7494 competed at the Michigan State Thespian Festival in Saginaw, Mich., Dec. 3, and students were recognized at the Board of Education meeting Dec. 19. The students earned eight excellence ratings and five superior ratings, the highest, which qualifies them for the Michigan Youth Arts Festival and the National Thespian Festival, in Lincoln, Neb., in 2012. The superior ratings were:

Noah M., solo musical, Empty Chairs and Empty Tables, “Les Miserables”

Katherine N., solo musical, Climbing Up Hill, “Last Five Years”

Hannah V., Jacqueline R., and Angelina D., group acting, “The Diviners”

Anthony G. and Madison K., duet acting, “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”

Justin P., monologue, “The Odd Couple” and “Nobody Heard Me Cry”


“Additionally, three seniors were offered scholarships and meetings with universities,” said Kirk Erickson, drama teacher and thespian troupe sponsor.


For information, contact Erickson at erickki@lc-ps.org. 
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